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humble experiences do not entitle me to claim that. But
among my friends have been many that were great shikaris,
and my own experiences do allow me to interpret theirs with
sufficient colour for that cinema of Indian life which this
book aims to produce.

Great game of India stands to my mind in two great
divisions, the Mountain Game and the Jungle Game, the
denizens of the swamps and forests and those of the Hima-
layas, for it is with small exceptions in the Himalayas that
the mountain game dwell. I would put among the second
tiger and leopard, bison and buffalo, the great sambhur, the
cheeta and the black bear, and so far as they exist the lion
and the rhino. Among the denizens of the mountains come
the sheep and goats, the markhor and the ibex, the Ovis
ammon, Hodgsonii, and the Ovis poli, and to them may be
added the jolly old red bear and the snow-leopard, while the
barasingh, a twelve-pointer of the higher Kashmir forest,
is one of the biggest heads in the world.

Practically all big mountain game must be shot by
licence, a measure introduced for preservation, and in most
parts of the tiger country the area is divided into blocks,
and a block must be obtained from the forest officer of the
district, who hands out licences to shoot in any unallotted
block at his disposal. I do not propose to enter into detail
as to the shooting bandobust, as the visitor who is intent on
sport will have studied the books on the subject; at any rate,
have consulted ethe man from Cook's'. But while we are
about it I think I might introduce the English reader to the
all-important and useful word 'bandobust', much in use with
regard to shikar as well as to many other matters. It is
Persian, band o bast, 'the closing and the binding', and
means the complete Arrangement' of any undertaking. If
you tell your servant to make the bandobust, it means that he
is to have everything ready for some occasion in question.
. . . There are half a dozen Indian words which the world
would be the better for and bandobust is one of them. It is
almost worthy a study as to what words in the English